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ABSTRACT

In the Post Cold War Scenario, after dis-integrataff Soviet Union, the United States of Americargetkas the
single largest super power by the virtue of whibk tmportance of several regional literal and matgéral strategic
groups increased. In order to further the strategiterest, India's "Look East Policy" was initiallpainly focused on
Economic Interest in ASEAN region in the early geafrglobalization. This Article deals with thensition of the "Look

East Policy" to the contemporary "Act East Policy".
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INTRODUCTION

In the Post Cold war Era in International Politi#§prld order system drastically changed from bigpaio
uni-polar and Uni-polar to Multi-polar. InternatimnRelations were redefined and the significancevarfous regional
groups increased manifold to ensure global secarity prosperity due to which political security ammbnomic systems
faced changes at a large scale. In this mean npdtar world, new alliances were formed and new g@m@weg. China
emerged. After considering the various challengetfial drastically evolved its Foreign Policy, emphg regional

cooperation hence consolidated relationship witlEAS.

Historically India shared its cultural and tradengectivity with ASEAN countries. Buddhism had iots in
Indian, which got later spread in South East Astauntries. India's soft power in the form of Budathj Gandhism,
helped consolidate its relationship with ASEAN obidasituation too. Indonesia was the host of Boupdanclave which
later emerged as the Non- aligned Movement. HoweA8EAN region subsequently become less energbtbataNAM
Geographically, Myanmar is known as the gatewaAS&EAN for India which shares 1633 Kms. of land msdwith

India and Indonesia and Thailand shares a martioumdary with Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

During the ASEAN financial crisis, South East Asiemuntries were well known for there excellent ewoit
situation. ASEAN as a regional organization cante lmeing in 1967 but due to cold war politics théiuence of USA
was stronger, see India Relation were not too JoodSEAN. But after the end of cold war, India esfally launched

"Look East Policy" for ASEAN in 1998 for better raktructure community and economic cooperation.

The India Myanmar Thailand (IMT) Tri-lateral highwas the last example of infrastructure developnifent

physical connectivity with ASEAN. To boost tradelia established robust road and rail connectivitthis region.
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While India has made considerable progress in imphging the IMT trilateral highway and the Kaladev
Multimodal project, issues related to increasing tharitime and air connectivity between ASEAN amdlia and
transforming the corridors of connectivity into eomic corridors are under discussion. A possibieresion to IMT
highway to Combodia, Laos, and Vietham is also urdasideration, which will boost the trade in ladind ASEAN in

further, and people to people contact will increase

The US Army built naval basis in eg. In SingaporeéSouth East Asia during the cold war era to conthe
growing power of communist. On the other hand i plost-cold war are the influence of China incrdestea very fast

face.

The growing rivalry between the USA and China, #iteeed the security of India and ASEAN countries.
Expansive and Attacking military and economic pplid China, challenged the 70 years strong Navar&uacy of the
USA in Indo- Pacific Region. In response to thidjaty Clinton the then Foreign Secretary of USApepled to India not

only "Look" but also "Act" in the region.

In the Contemporary scenario, India aspires to gobal power. India and ASEAN are cooperating anious
fronts especially after the Look East Policy wexeriched as the pay factor of India foreign poligytte Narsimha Rao
Government. All spheres of bi-lateral relationshigluding the strategic, economic cultural, tersari and disaster
management are those which need to be taken imgidaration. ASEAN is strategically important foecarity
prospective in Indo- Pacific region. Maritime satuis the important factor in the Indian Ocean fodia & ASEAN,
ASEAN is located between India and the Pacific @¢eehere central major sea root for the entire dudvlost of India's

trade takes place through this route.

India emerging as a global power has provided ASEo®Nntries to maintain their autonomy in Internaéb
politics also providing the opportunity to breakawfrom the hegemonies tradition of China and Japahis region. A
relationship between ASEAN and India growing pesity since 1992. In 1996 India becomes dialoguénpain ASEAN
Regional Forum. Cooperation between ASEAN countigesstrategically and economically important, fodia, hence
India started participating regularly in East ASiammit since 2002. ASEAN's market has been grofasgand India is
the 4th largest trade partner of ASEAN. India wanotbalance expensive territorial policy of Chimalavants to increase

its influence in this region.

On the occasion of 69th Republic Day of India Head of State ASEAN Countries were invited. Thiswéauge
change in India’s policy which shows the importaotASEAN in India's foreign policy. On this occasi India ASEAN
summit was organized in New Delhi. Them of thisnsnit was ASEAN India progress and prosperity asmimeday
ASEAN - India friendship silver Jubilee 2018 wagamized. These programmes are expected to bosdidgteveen India
and ASEAN. External Affairs Minister Sushma Swastgted that "India and ASEAN friendship is centsioéd, which are
connected with Buddhism and Ramayana. Eight ASEANNhtries out of 10 pledged Ramayana." The purpdsbese

programmes was to strengthen cultural, strategg ti

India shares a maritime boundary and needs togirivefor promotion and protection of their seityiconcerns.
maritime security is must for the smooth trade &iad mitigation of ships. India and ASEAN shareoanenon ground of
cooperation on thisissues. In the South ChinaGhmma wants to control the sea line of communicalig building Naval

bases on artificial islands and reefs. China eistadd Radar, surveillance and military servicethan South China sea,
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ASEAN countries see India as a "New Hope". ASEANItdes want that India to act more in this regiom the other
hand, India sees the opportunity in ASEAN mark&SEAN countries are known as 'Asian Tigers' forirtiégh growth

rate, India wants to commercial and trade benefinfASEAN.

India ASEAN trade relations have been growing curausly with India being ASEAN's 7th largest traglin
partner the annual trade growth rate is 22% in 2IL1The trade stood at approximately $ 76.53 Br2@i4-15.
The ASEAN India free trade agreement has been iagtémnto force on July 1, 2015, ASEAN and Indiacalsant to
cooperate in Put. Sectors engagement for promdtirginess ideas. There are several drawbacks icutrent trade
amongst the India and ASEAN which demands immeditition and solution. The major export to ASEf&bin India
is meat, cotton, sugar, etc. China and Japan tegstipply 90% of steel, consumed by ASEAN countiiieghis sector,
India needs to give special attention.

Since the last decade, India has done well oraatbfs and has been termed as one of the emergweypin the
international politics. India is cooperating witrapan and South Korea and ASEAN in Asia Pacific Begi
If we see Kautilya's Mandal Theory, these ASEAN rtaes are our friends against enemies as a comamemy.
Still, China has bi-lateral relations with ASEANuwtries but, there are still seeds of suspicionveeh them. In 1995,
China and Phillipines had a difference over thedHisf Ref. islands in South China sea. The Islamaig has 36 islands
in total on which China, Taiwan, Philipines, Vietmand Brunei claims, the aggressive attitude adbpyeChina, like the
demarcative Nine Dash line as its own territoriak swhich is the violation of the UN law of the s&882.
In 2016 Philipines took this matter to UN triburaal law for sea. The tribunal ruled that this reglm#ongs to all the

countries claiming authority over it and it is motclusive to China. But China refused to acceptéasion.

South China sea is a major sea trade route in trwthe region has a great contribution to theneeny of
India. There is an annual trade of 5 lakh croréisrgugh this route. India's 55% of the total tragleependent upon this
route, hence it is in the best interest of Ind& this navigation through the route is free and Tehe growing influence of

China is threatening the free trade not only ididrbut also to other country as well.

The South East Asian Region is the world's mostayiraffected region. Malakka Strait is a major @pkint in
this region which most sensitive from point of marstive. To counter this challenge, so many militand Joint Naval
exercises, between India and ASEAN countries. EgarMexercise, Malabar, SIMBEX, Garud. The othecusiy
challenge in this region is smuggling and drug aacto and human trafficking, illegal migration.ertGolden Triangle'
which includes Myanmar, Thailand and Laos is daglalrug producers and exporter. The east genefiatedthe sale of
drugs is used to buy small arms. India and ASEANstnmeed to work and act together as a combine fagainst such

menace.

Arms which were smuggled into India through Goldeiangle are being purchased by Naxalist, Sep&sadisd
Mafia. The porous border between India and Myansiarsoft gateway for smuggling. The border regsotefense forest
and mountain terrain. Porous border and insurgentlition are ideal for illegal migration, after dgiillegal activity in

India, insurgent flees away to neighboring coustrio India and Myanmar shall at together to sniueh problems.

The main forum for ASEAN security dialogues is thN8EAN regional form. India has been attending ahnua
meetings of this forum since 1996. The ASEAN's degeminister (ADMM) meeting is the highest defelwo®perative
mechanism in ASEAN. The ADMM + Brings together defe Minister's from ASEAN nations and Australia,it@h
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India, Japan, Russia, USA, Russia. India and ASEAD do cooperate in strengthening cybersecunityé digital era.
The governance of cyberspace for India and ASEAbukhbe decisive in Interregional cooperation foelsgthening
cycles security. it has become ever more impoitattie context of China's aspiration to influenke digital governance

system.

In the East, Asia Summit 14 Nov. 2014, PM of InNiarendra Modiji, changed 'Look East Policy' inteatAast
Policy'. "Since entering office 6 months ago, myvGdas moved with a great sense of priority aneespto turn over
'Look East Policy' into 'Act East Policy". ASEANt@n does not wait their region to be used for Supewver Rivalry but

the members of ASEAN do have concern over Chirasichnce.

In the current context, India needs to balance €d@ndominance, because India has already invest8duth
China Sea, which belongs to the Vietnam Exclusieer®mic Zone (EEZ). ONGC Videsh Ltd. and Vietnantr®e
Vietnam are working together, so India needs tonbee active in its maritime policy towards thisimg There is a lack
of sub regional organization in India Ocean. Suliaigal organization builds confidence amongst treamiper countries
because they share common interest BIMSTEC launich2897 has not moved beyond changing its ini@tBIMSTEC

could be beneficial for India's maritime Policy aseturity cooperation in India ocean lateral states

In the East Asia Summit 2017 which was organizeBhillipines which 'QUAD"' was mentioned which washie
constituted by India Japan, Australia, and USA. @Qisaa strategic dialogue to counter growing Chenie$luence in the
Indo Pacific region and to promote free navigatiothe sea. USA wants Australia to Joint Malabagreise with India

and Japan. Malabar exercise is an annual navatisgdretween India, Japan, and USA.

While being part of QUAD, India needs to reassu®EAN countries, that they shall receive adequatntaon
and just as before. On one hand India needs totamaithe healthy relationship with the USA and be other hand, also
have influence over South East Asia. By one bek &wad initiative, China developed port facility Myanmar,
Bangladesh, and Sri Lanka. China is deploying meissiauncher, naval ships in these ports which Hreatening to

India's security.

While taking into consideration the maritime setyrindia is constantly putting efforts for coopiwa Indian
Navy is increasing its capability both quantitatimed qualitatively to counter growing Chinese iefige. India which
Vietnam has changed it is mature of partnershimfiast cooperation to a strategic partnership.dmgliproviding Vietnam
with military support it has shared the BRAHMOSHrology. Under India's 'Make in India' policy, ASEAcountries

have marketplace for its defence products, whideiim is beneficial for India itself in reducing iturrent account deficit.

Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi at the 12t8 AN Summit held on 14 Nov. 2014 emphasized upaalna
sea movement. He also strained upon the autonowgykignty of other countries, he indirectly chatjed china too.
In order to bring ASEAN countries more closer onJa®. 2017. 'Shared Values, Common Destiny' theaseosganized.
Under which 28th Anniversary was celebrated. During summit, cooperation and agreement were reachatous

topics mentioned below.
» Acitizen to be Honoured with Padma Awards fromheat10 members states of ASEAN.
* 2019 to be celebrated as India ASEAN tourism year.

» India to provide fellowship to 1000 research sciot# ASEAN.

NAAS Rating: 3.10- Articles can be sent to editor @ mpactjournals.us




[ Indiaand ASEAN Relations: Challenges & Opportunities 129 |

e Delhi Declaration, for joint action against tersm.
« Emphasis to follow the 1982 maritime Law for theimASEAN academic region.
* India announced to provide 1 Lakh Crore creditASEAN connectivity 2025 as well as far the Ice raagian.

* India and Cambodia to improve and co-operate

* Inthe cultural area, and stop human trafficking

India and ASEAN have proved to be time-tested gastiproviding opportunities for collaboration anenense
keeping in view that India's "Act East Policy" ifaging a positive role in building a robust relatship with ASEAN

countries. This will prove to be a successful exianfigr foreign policy furthermore in the countriesated in India Ocean
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